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PRESIDENT’S LETTER      
           
Dear Lake Nancy Community Members,  

  

I hope all of you enjoyed another season on our beautiful lake this year.  I 

was last out on the lake October 18 and found very few boats still in the 

water and many docks and lifts waiting for a dock service. 

 
Our milfoil treatments this year and last appear to be very successful.  We 

have found very little if any regrowth in the areas treated last year.  Next 

summer we will be treating five beds or about 5 acres in the big lake.  No 

milfoil was found in Deep Lake except for some patches of northern or 

native milfoil which we are not allowed to treat. It does not surface and 

mat as does the Eurasian milfoil. 

 
We need to complete an Aquatic Plant Management Plan for Lake 

Nancy every 5 years. Cheryl Clemmons of Harmony Environmental served 

as consultant and writer for our 2018 Plan and has agreed to work with us 

again. We are considering expanding the plan to cover more areas—

water shed and lakeshore issues and best practices, for example—as well 

as the elements the DNR requires.  

 
According to the DNR the only presence of Zebra Mussels in Washburn 

County is in the McKenzie lakes. We will continue to maintain our 

decontamination station next summer.  Again, this year we had excellent 

boat monitors at the main boast landing. They sprayed the boats as they 

entered and left the lake in addition to their regular monitoring tasks. 

Please read and share the article on Protecting Shorelines from Erosion. 

 

I want to wish everyone a happy Holiday season. 

 

Sincerely, Jim Splan President 
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One of LNPA’s goals is to educate lake owners in best practices for lake health.  The following is an article 
about natural choices for shoreline stabilization reprinted from On the Waterfront, newsletter of Washburn 
County Lakes and Rivers Association. Protecting Shorelines from Erosion:  Make the “Natural” Choice 

 
Which would you like best if you were a turtle or a songbird?  A shoreline of native plants, grasses, shrubs and 
trees, with rushes, sedges and treefalls along the waterline, or an armor of rocks lining the entire shore, in and 
above the water?
Usually nature protects our shorelines, but sometimes work is needed on our part to prevent erosion from wind, 
waves, and boat wakes.  The Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources website offers this insight on the need 
to protect our shorelines: “In their natural state, Wisconsin waters are protected by thick and diverse shoreline 
vegetation. Development often changes the face of that shoreland buffer. Every activity on a lakeshore, even 
small ones, changes the water and the land.  It is for this very reason that shoreline activities must be 
conducted with the utmost care.”    

 
Natural methods 
There are several ways to protect lake and river shoreline from upland runoff and wind, wave, and ice erosion. 
Many native flower, shrub, and tree species have deep roots and do a great job of holding soil and bank 
material in place.  Further, providing all three vegetation layers including tall tree canopy, shrubs, along with 
grass and flowers, helps capture and break the velocity of falling rain drops. This vegetative “umbrella” 
reduces, slows and filters runoff to prevent shoreline erosion as well.  These native shoreline protectors also 
provide habitat for wildlife and the insects and other species that support our native food web.  Plants and 
trees along the shore provide shade, shelter, and food for shallow-water fish and other aquatic life.  Native 
plant buffers also offer privacy and are usually fairly low maintenance. 

 
Sometimes however, the forces of wind and water require stronger methods to protect our shorelines and near-
shore areas from erosion and sedimentation.  Again, there are natural materials to accomplish this, including 
combinations of erosion matting, fiber rolls, brush bundles, and plantings. 

 
These plant-based methods, along with providing habitat, help maintain a native shoreline view from the land 
and from the water.  Enjoyment of natural scenic beauty on our waterways is one of our rights and 
responsibilities under the Wisconsin Public Trust Doctrine, along with navigation and transportation, recreation, 
and water quality and habitat protection.   

 
Riprap: why or why not? 
Some shoreland owners consider a blanket of uniformly sized rocks (“riprap”) along the shore, from lot line to lot 
line, aesthetically pleasing.  Some even assume that installing riprap is the right thing to do as a good lake 
steward when they see it installed on neighboring properties.  However, riprap offers little habitat for wildlife, 
pollinators, or native plants.  It usually has no vegetative cover to absorb and filter upland runoff.  While there 
are definitely vulnerable shorelines where rock armoring is needed to prevent and curtail erosion from ice, river 
current, and waves, it should not be considered a “landscaping” option on shorelines except where an 
extreme erosion and bank loss hazard exists.  In fact, Wisconsin Administrative Code NR 328 restricts use of rock 
riprap to specific areas considered as “moderate or high energy” sites.  Even on these sites, native plantings 
can be used in combination with rip rap to provide habitat and filtering benefits that aren’t achieved with the 
rock alone.   
Wisconsin has an excellent guide to shoreland stabilization methods, explaining the advantages and 
disadvantages of each option.  Titled “Shoreline Stabilization: A Guide for Landowners and Conservationists on 
Inland Lakes and Flowages,” this attractive and informative booklet was written by a team of Wisconsin County 
Conservation Department staff and published in 2021.  The guide can be downloaded from this web address: 
https://www.bayfieldcounty.wi.gov/DocumentCenter/View/12801/Shoreline-Stabilization-Guide-PDF.   
Also, keep in mind that state and local permits are needed in most cases for work along the shore. This 
Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources website has further information: 
https://dnr.wisconsin.gov/topic/Waterways/shoreline/shoreline.html. 

 
For the reasons mentioned above, when evaluating shorefront aesthetics and protection, consider native 

plantings and vegetation over hard-armoring practices.  You’ll be protecting the lake or river where you live 
from sedimentation and turbidity, protecting your investment from erosion, and enhancing habitat and natural 
scenic beauty as well. 
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               A SPECIAL THANK YOU TO ALL WHO DONATED TO LNPA IN 2022 
 
 

Abbott Joan Schrader & Brian 
Agosto Jill 
Ahlert Donald & Nancy 
Amolsch George & Leslie 
Anderson Mark & Margaret 
Arendt Andrew 
Armstrong Bill & Jodi 
Beck Steven 
Benson Chris & Lora 
Benson Brian & Heather 
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Braden Robert  
Bragg Tim & Michelle 
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Bright Byron 
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Rev. Dean & 
Carolyn 

Brown Dick & Leeanne 
Butt David & Pam 
Campion Elizabeth 
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Carlson Sharon 
Chirhart Steven & Susan 
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Cygan Richard 
Dostal Michael & Nancy 
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William & 
Michelle 

Ehlers Robert C. & Gloria 
Flaherty Dillon Jr & Rojean 

Flaherty 
Brenden & 
Chelsea 

Flaherty Sean 
Flaherty Terry & Patti 
Flaherty Tim 
Forness Sam & Ann 
Frederick Dave & Nancy 
Full Tim & Kay 
George Chuck & Marilyn 
Gilbertson Terry 
Halla Daniel & Sandra 
Halva Don & Francis 
Hanel Jeff & Becky 
Hansen Jeff & Melissa 
Hart Bonnie & Webster 
Harwood Dan & Stacy 
Harwood Helen 
Herting Mark & Brenda 

Heuer 
Warren, Dee & 
Jason 

Ho Anthony 
Jack Rosemary 
James Jerry & Rona 

Jarvis Charles & Mary 
Johnson Mark 
Johnson Robert & Carolyn 
Johnson Wes Jr & Josie 
Johnsted Gerald & Susan 
Keske Tom & Joyce 
Kinney Charles  
Knipshield Barb 

Koblich 
 
Joeann & Mel 
Thompson 

Koeling Jeff 
Kreidler Michael 

Kreidler 
John W. & 
Michele 

Kremers Keith & Kaleen 
Kronser Jeff & Laura 
Kuduk John & Laurie 
Laird Kathy 
Lawton Andrew & Barb 
Leavitt James & Cynthia 
Leinwander Don & Polly 
Leonard Kevin & Terri 
Lewis Andrew & Melissa 
Lewis Evan 

Lewis 
Johnathon & 
Sylvia 

Lewis 
Mike Moberg & 
Sarah 

Lewis Sam & Sue 
Lewis Stephen 

Lewis 
 
Shanda Waller & 
Ben 

Lindmark Mary 

Lingen 
Jeff Pinkerton & 
Kevin 

Lucchesi Annette 
McCafferty Kevin & Terre 
Meyer Terry & Pam 
Michor Michael 
Miller Richard & Sheila 
Millet Kathleen  
Moehrie William 
Monroe Jason 
Murphy Tricia 
Muendel John & Sharon 
Nafzger Paul & Julie 

Nichols 
 
Ruthanne Struhn 
& Kenneth 

Olson Chris & Beth 
Olson James & Brenda 
Olson Paul N. 

Olson Roger & Barbara 
Olson Steven & Brenda 
Olufs Barbara Family 
Ostazeski Mark & Mary 
Paine Robert & Susan 
Parke Rob & Angie 
Peterson Lori K. 
Phetdara Matthew 
Radzak Joe & Angela 
Ritter Terry & Mary 
Rud Don & Andrea 
Scamehorn Andrea & Dave 
Schaubroeck Stevenson Family  
Schmidt M. 
Schroeder Fritz and Penny 
Schubert Doug & Lori 
Schuchardt Eileen 
Sennes Dave & Lisa 
Shaddon Evelyn 
Shilts Roger & Janet 
Smith Robert 
Snider Mike & Mary 
Splan James & Patricia 
Spurgat Chris & Gwen 
Stanek Stan & Sue 
Stepanek Brian & Evelyn 
Stephens Barb & Tom 
Stier Paul & Gloria 
Strey Gerry 

Studler 
 
Roland & Kathy 
Olson- 

Stuntebeck Mark & Mary Jane 

Suchy 
James & 
AnneMarie 

Tapp Jim & Linda 
Torgerson Bradley 
Ujka Stan & Barbara 
Ujka Steve 
Visness Mark & Judy 
Vogel Family 
Votava Ray & Nancy 
Wanek Robert & Joann 
West Greg & Nancy 
Wold Paul & Karen 
Wood Brian & Crystal 
Yetzer Doug & Ann 
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Contacts to protect lakes and rivers 

 
DNR Water regulation Violations and Information: 
 Dan Harrington (Water Management Specialist, Spooner) 715-635-4097 
 Emergency Spill Hotline      715-635-4099 
 Dave Swanson (Conservation Warden for Lake Nancy area) 715-645-0053 
 
County Offices: 
 Dale “Butch” Beers (Zoning questions/violations)                715-468-4690 
 Lisa Burns (Land/Water Resource Management/Shore land)  715-468-4654 
 
Loon Watch: Northland College   www.northland.edu/sustain/soei/loonwatch  715-682-1220 
 
Minong Town Hall:     www.townofminong.us   715-466-5916 
 
Burning Permits:   can be obtained over the phone by calling 1-888-WIS-BURN (947-2876) 
 

DATES TO REMEMBER 
 

Spring Membership Meeting:  JUNE 3rd, 9AM @ Minong Town Hall  
 

      
Lake Nancy Protective Association 
P.O. Box 573 
Minong, WI 54859 
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