
 
  

 

 

      

 

June 27, 2022  Edition 31 

PRESIDENT’S LETTER       
            
Dear Lake Nancy Community Members,   

    

I hope everyone has had a safe and healthy first half of 2022.  Based on the 
number of docks in, and boats on the lake, it appears most of us are enjoying 
yet another fantastic Lake Nancy summer. 

This past year board member Sue Stanek developed a document of Lake Nancy 
Good Neighbor Reminders.  This document was distributed at our May 28 
spring meeting and is also included with this newsletter.   Please read this 
document and review it with family and guests.  It’s a wonderful guide to using 
our lake in a friendly and courteous manner.  Thank you, Sue. 

You may have noticed some property owners displaying new LNPA signs. These 
signs have been and will continue to be distributed at our lake association 
meetings.  There have been some instances of the letters not adhering 
properly, and if you have had any problems with your signs, please bring them 
to our next meeting for an exchange. 

We will be treating a little over seven acres for milfoil this summer.  You will 
notice we’re asking for volunteers to assist with the milfoil program.  This is an 
opportunity to be part of a very important program for maintaining the quality 
of our lake.  Please consider giving some time to this effort.  If you notice any 
significant areas of milfoil growth, please contact Dave Butt or any board 
member.  Your eyes are the best weapon we have in identifying this invasive 
species. 

There is an interesting article in this letter on Loon Watch.  I had the 
opportunity to ride with the loon ranger this spring on one of his patrols.  It 
was most interesting. 

I hope all of you have a wonderful and safe summer and will have wonderful 
memories to reflect on of your experiences on the lake this year. 

 

Sincerely,  

 

Jim Splan President 
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BOAT MONITORING AND DECONTAMINATION 2022 
 
Once again, this year LNPA will 
provide match funding so that we 
have boat monitors at the Deep Lake 
landing. Monitoring began Memorial 
Day weekend and should continue 
every weekend through Labor Day.  Our current 
monitors are very good at spraying (and 
checking) boats, so we are well covered on the 
weekends.                                                                

We have and check Zebra Mussel plates on 
Deep and Nancy Lakes as an additional 
precautionary measure. It’s encouraging to note 
that thus far in Washburn County there continue 
to be just two lakes (Big and Middle Mackenzie) 
with zebra mussel infestation.  There are 23 
decontamination stations in Washburn, and 
additional lakes have done veliger tows and use 
plate samplers.

 

TREASURER’S REPORT 

Warren Heuer, LNPA treasurer, reports that the current checkbook balance is healthy.  He noted the 
expected upcoming cost of $11,000 to $12,000 for Milfoil treatment is much higher than previous years.  
The Board would like to thank and acknowledge all the residents who have paid their dues and the 
many that have made generous extra contributions to our association.  
 
 

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITY 

Do you really love Lake Nancy?  Are you willing to donate a few hours of your 
time? LNPA is seeking people interested in learning about and participating in 
maintaining our healthy lake ecosystem.  Dave Butt has offered to train 
interested volunteers in the roles he currently performs dealing with milfoil.  
This would be an excellent opportunity for anyone with an interest in science.  
Perhaps a compelling addition to your resume? If you are interested in this 
opportunity, please email lakenancyminong@gmail.com or contact a board 
member directly. 

 
 
 
WATERCRAFT REMINDERS 
 

 Maintain Slow, No Wake Speed  
*While operating a motorboat on any lake, Slow No-Wake 
speed is required when within 100 feet of a raft, pier, 
buoyed restricted area or lake shore. 
*While operating a Personal Watercraft anywhere, Slow No-
Wake speed is required when within 100 feet of any other 
boat, including other PWCs. PWC’s must maintain 200’ from 
any shoreline.  
 

 
PLEASE - NO SKIING OR TUBING IS ALLOWED IN DEEP LAKE NARROWS, USE WAKE SPEED ONLY! 

 

 
”Slow, No-Wake Speed” means a 
speed at which a vessel moves 
as slowly as possible while still 
maintaining steerage control. 

 
 



 
 

      

SNAIL MYSTERIES  

John Kuduk spoke with the DNR regarding an 
influx of snails in Lake Nancy these past few years 
and asked to share what he learned: 
We have three species of Mystery Snail in 
Wisconsin… 
The  Brown Mystery Snail is a native snail.  It 
is olive green in color.  It lives near 
shore and feeds in the muck on 
decaying materials, algae, and 
bacteria.  It has an operculum, which 
the majority of Wisconsin snails do not possess.  It 
gives live birth. 
The  Banded Mystery Snail is native to the 
southern United States and has only recently 
been introduced into Wisconsin.  It is easily 
identified by the brown and beige stripes.  It lives 
and feeds in the same places as the native Brown 
Mystery Snail.  It also has an operculum and gives 
live birth.  In some cases, this snail has carried a 
parasite which has been toxic to migrating ducks 
and coot feeding on the snails.  This has 
happened on Lake Shawano in Wisconsin, Lake 
Winnibigoshish in Minnesota, and parts of the 
Mississippi River.  These snails can grow in large 
populations near shore.  Because they live close 
to shore, they are easily observed and empty 
shells can wash ashore in noticeable collections.  
Other than that, they do not seem to be a 
problem. 

The  Chinese Mystery Snail is a large snail, about 
the size of a ping-pong ball.  It is native to Asia 
and introduced to North America by Chinese 
immigrants who used it as food, much the same 

way the French enjoy escargot.  Like the 
other mystery snails, Chinese Mystery 

Snails have an operculum and give live 
birth.  They also live near shore and 
feed on the same foods as the other 

mystery snails.  They typically have a die-
off of the oldest snails in late July.  Because they 
live so close to shore they readily wash up on 
beaches are can be a nuisance under bare feet.  
They do not carry swimmers itch and do not seem 
to pose any problems in the lake.  Although the 
Banded Mystery Snail and the Chinese Mystery 
Snail live in the same habitat as the native Brown 
Mystery Snail, there is little evidence that they out 
compete the native snails even though they are 
greater in population. 

LOON WATCH

Sam Lewis is a member of the Loon Watch Council 

(headquartered at Northland College in Ashland) and is our 

“loon ranger” (there are 400 in Wisconsin; they monitor loon 

populations throughout the year).  He reports we appear to 

have five loons on the lake this year (two pairs and a floater).                                

One nest is in an especially bad location and Sam urges boaters 

to be careful and considerate (stay 200

feet away if possible). Last year was a good year with two nesting 

pairs, each with two chicks which appeared to survive the 

summer.

 

There is no chemical treatment to remove these snails.  
The recommended procedure is to walk the shoreline 
and hand-pick the snails.  

 



 
      

 

 
 

 

  

  
 

 

  

 

  

  

 
Contacts to protect lakes and rivers 

 

DNR Water regulation Violations and Information: 

 Dan Harrington (Water Management Specialist, Spooner) 715-635-4097 

 Emergency Spill Hotline      715-635-4099 

 Dave Swanson (Conservation Warden for Lake Nancy area) 715-645-0053 

 

County Offices: 

 Dale “Butch” Beers (Zoning questions/violations)                715-468-4690 

 Lisa Burns (Land/Water Resource Management/Shore land)  715-468-4654 

 

Loon Watch: Northland College   www.northland.edu/sustain/soei/loonwatch  715-682-1220 

 

      

Lake Nancy Protective Association 

P.O. Box 573 

Minong, WI 54859 
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PHOTO CONTEST

 We want to see your photos!  Please continue to submit photos taken 

between Aug. 1, 2021, and Aug. 20, 2022 to lakenancyminong@gmail.com.  

Voting will begin Aug. 21 and a cheap but fabulous prize awarded. 

View all submissions and details at lakenancymimong.com.     

 

  


