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PRESIDENT’S LETTER                   
 

Dear Lake Nancy Community Members, 

    

I hope you all had a good winter albeit long and are settling into your 

spring routines at the lake.  The loons have returned so please view them from a 

distance and do not approach any nesting sites. We need to do all we can to 

provide a safe and friendly environment for our feathered friends. 

Please be aware of and observe the no wake restrictions when boating 

on the lake.  This applies to the areas marked with buoys as well as distances from 

all shore lines, docks, and other watercraft.  It is also important that your guests 

are aware of and observe the regulations.  With the high water levels boat wakes 

will wash in further and exacerbate shoreline erosion. 

We will not be treating for milfoil again this summer.  During our fall milfoil 

survey, we did not find enough to warrant treatment.  We did identify two small 

beds, in both Deep Lake and Big Lake. We will be monitoring these this summer 

as well as doing our annual survey and will treat as necessary.  Our lake residents 

are our best source of identifying the milfoil.  If you see any beds please notify 

Dave Butt or myself. 

We have a very good website at www.lakenancyminog.com and also a 

presence on Facebook.  We would like to use these vehicles to communicate 

with our lake residents.  There is a lot of good information on the website. Please 

check in regularly for updates. 

At our spring meeting in May we broke into small groups to discuss and 

make recommendations for implementing the five goals of the recently 

completed Aquatic Plant Management plan which is available for viewing on 

our website.  We will be moving forward with this effort which will require the 

support and participation of our lake community.  We will have more on this at 

our summer meeting. 

I would like to encourage any new residents and non-members to 

consider joining our lake association and getting involved with us. Please bring 

any suggestions, issues, or concerns you may have to a board member at any 

time. I hope you will join us for our summer lake association meeting on August 3.  

Have a great and safe summer at our lake. 

 

Sincerely,  

Jim Splan President 
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SPRING MEETING NOTES
 

LNPA’s treasurer, Warren Heuer distributed our financial statement, briefly highlighting the report and 

thanking members for their generous support.  Cash on hand is over $40,000. We need a healthy 

reserve in case we are confronted with new invasive species or if there is an increase in EWM. There 

are many threats to lakes in our part of Wisconsin. 

It was noted that we are not treating for Milfoil again this year.  Hybrid milfoils seem to be developing 

resistance to 2-4-D so a break in treatment may have real benefit! At this time the board has no 

outstanding grants, nor any plans for applying for new ones. 

 

LNPA President Jim Splan discussed the Aquatic Plant Management (APM) goals identified by Lake 

Nancy’s APM committee: 

1. Educate lake residents and visitors about the threats from invasive species, the 

importance of native aquatic and shore land plants, and the plan management 

strategies 

2. Prevent the introduction and spread of Zebra Mussels and other aquatic invasive 

species (AIS) 

3. Minimize runoff of pollutants from the Lake Nancy watershed 

4. Preserve the lake’s diverse native plant communities  

5. Prevent the spread of Eurasian watermilfoil (EWM) 

The members in attendance then broke into five groups, one for each goal in the plan. To direct the 

board's work in implementing the plan, each group walked through a series of questions about 

prioritizing goals and actions to meet the goal. Group facilitators summarized the discussion for the 

entire group. After lively discussion in each group, it became clear that our top goal is 

communication. This information will drive future work of the LNPA board in implementing the APM 

plan.  Many thanks to all who attended the meeting and participated in the discussion.  Your 

questions and ideas are a big help to the board! 
 

FISHERY UPDATE 

John Kuduk recently had an 

opportunity to have a sit 

down meeting with the WI 

DNR Fish Biologist 

responsible for Washburn 

and Burnett counties, Mr. 

Craig Roberts.  His responsibilities include all of 

the rivers and lakes which have a public 

access.  He answered John’s questions and 

provided information on the fish surveys 

performed on Lake Nancy.  Their conversation 

follows: 

 
Will the DNR walleye stocking in Lake Nancy 

continue into the future? * Thus far there hasn't 

been any information out of the new governor's 

office regarding his budget for the continuation 

of the walleye initiative.                                                                

 

How was the 18" minimum walleye length 

established?* The regulations on walleye size 

limits are based on survey results.  The current 18" 

minimum walleye length is in place to help build 

the quantity of walleyes and hopefully establish 

natural reproduction.  If somehow the survey 

results show population increase, the regulations 

could change to another regulation. 

What type of fish surveys are performed on Lake 

Nancy?* Fall walleye surveys are intended to 

find young walleye survival data.  This survey 

includes collecting walleye <12" long to show 

survival from the previous spring 

spawning.  Currently in Washburn County there 

are five lakes that get this fall survey 

annually.  Nancy, Stone, Long, and the 

McKenzie’s (on the Washburn/Burnett Co 

border)
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Fishery Update continued 

 

*Spring surveys start immediately after ice out in 40-50 degree water. This starts with netting of walleye 

and northern pike. Each fish is marked with a fin clip.  Then DNR electro-fishes looking 

clipped/unclipped walleye.  The ratio of marked fish in this sample is used to calculate a population 

estimate for walleye. 

*Water temperature rises to 55-70 degrees, an electro-fishing survey is done to survey for bass and 

pan fish.  

FINAL NOTES: During the last full week of April, the DNR performed the spring walleye survey.  The 

results will become available in June/July.  The Tribal walleye spearing spring quota was set at 55 

walleyes.  At this time, 40 walleyes have been harvested.  It is most likely that this has ended for this 

year.  No muskies were harvested.   

The DNR is scheduled to perform their electro fishing survey for bass and pan fish in June. 

 

HIGH WATER REMINDERS FROM ROB EHLERS
 

My family moved to Lake Nancy in the spring of 

1958.  In the 61 years since, I have never seen the 

water as high as it is this spring.  In the past we 

had several incidents of high water when 

beaver built dams near the outlet to the river. 

The DNR dynamited the dams and the water 

quickly returned to normal levels.  Even during 

those events the water was not as high as it is this 

spring.  It appears that the cause of this 

sustained high water is the river level is too high 

to allow the water from the lake to drain.  The 

flowage is being drawn down for additional 

dam repairs so this high river water may remain 

for some time. The big problem for the lake with 

this high water is shoreline erosion.  Wave action 

can rapidly erode away this higher area of 

shoreline.  We have no way to control wind 

driven wave action.  We can control boat wake 

wave action.  I strongly encourage everyone to 

obey the boating law no wake zone 

requirements as a minimum and encourage you 

all to run your water craft at a no wake speed at 

all times until the water level recedes to a normal 

level.

 

WATERCRAFT REMINDERS 
 Maintain Slow, No Wake Speed  

*While operating a motorboat on any lake, Slow No-Wake speed is 

required when within 100 feet of a raft, pier, buoyed restricted 

area or lake shore. 

*While operating a Personal Watercraft anywhere, Slow No-Wake 

speed is required when within 100 feet of any other boat, including 

other PWCs. PWC’s must maintain 200’ from any shoreline.  

 

 

PLEASE - NO SKIING OR TUBING IS ALLOWED IN DEEP LAKE NARROWS; USE WAKE SPEED ONLY! 

 

 

PHOTO CONTEST 
 LNPA Photo Contest continues to be a huge success.  You can view the 

submitted pics on our web site at lakenancyminong.com.  Submit new 

entries for pics taken between August 1, 2018 and July 26, 2019 to 

lakenancyminong@gmail.com.   Voting can be accessed via the web site 

July 26 – 30th.  A winner will be announced at our August meeting and a 

cheap but fabulous prize awarded

”Slow, No-Wake Speed” means a 

speed at which a vessel moves 

as slowly as possible while still 

maintaining steerage control. 
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Lake Nancy Protective Association 

P.O. Box 573 

Minong, WI 54859 
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Contacts to protect lakes and rivers 
 

DNR Water regulation Violations and Information: 

 Dan Harrington (Water Management Specialist, Spooner) 715-635-4097 

 Emergency Spill Hotline      715-635-4099 

 Dave Swanson (Conservation Warden for Lake Nancy area) 715-645-0053 

 

County Offices: 

 Web Macomber (Zoning questions/violations)    715-468-4690 

 Lisa Burns (Land/Water Resource Management/Shore land)  715-468-4654 

 

Loon Watch: Northland College   www.northland.edu/sustain/soei/loonwatch  715-682-1220 

 

Minong Town Hall:     www.townofminong.us   715-466-5916 

 

Burning Permits:   can be obtained over the phone by calling 1-888-WIS-BURN (947-2876) 

 

 

 

 

DATES TO REMEMBER 

 

July 4 @ 2:00 pm – Annual 4th of July Flotilla  

(Decorate your boat and meet at the Deeper Lake public access at 2PM) 

 

August 3 @ 9:30 am – Summer LNPA Meeting @ Minong Town Hall   

(Please note there will be NO MEAL following the meeting) 

 

 

http://www.northland.edu/sustain/soei/loonwatch
http://www.townofminong.us/

